German versus Hun

more intellectual, better educated, and more good-hearted
than other folk."

"These, my dear fellow/' Goethe replied, "are not the
things that matter. Nor do birth and wealth matter. It is
simply that they have the courage to be what Nature made
them. There is nothing about them that is strained or dis-
torted : nothing half-hearted or perverse ; but just as they are ,
they are complete human beings. There are complete fools
among them too, I grant you with all my heart; but even that
is something, and has still a certain weight in the scales of
Nature."                    WOLFGANG GOETHE, 12 March, 1828

The blessing of personal liberty, the consciousness of the
English name, and the significance that attaches to it for other
nations, benefits even the children, so that both in the family
and in their educational institutions they are treated with far
greater regard, and enjoy a much happier and fuller develop-
ment than among us Germans.

WOLFGANG  GOETHE,   1 82 8

If we could only give the Germans, after the example of the
English, less philosophy and more energy, less theory and
more practice, a goodly portion of salvation would already
be vouchsafed to us, without the need to wait for the appear-
ance of the personal sublimity of a second Christ.

WOLFGANG  GOETHE,   1828

But while the Germans plague themselves with the solution
of philosophical problems, the English, with their great
practical intelligence, laugh at us and conquer the world.

WOLFGANG GOETHE,   1829

When the German orders a bottle of champagne and six
glasses, the Briton orders six bottles and a glass.

KARL JULIUS  WEBER,   1832-1840
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